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BANNED DRINKERS REGISTER TRIAL — PILBARA 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.11 pm]: I rise to update the house about 
a very significant initiative the McGowan government is implementing for the people of the Pilbara, the banned 
drinker register trial. Late last month, I travelled to the Pilbara with the member for Pilbara to announce that a local 
Western Australian company, Scantek, has been selected by the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries as the provider for the BDR trial software and technology. This is a $1.9 million contract that has 
been awarded to a WA-based company, which will create jobs for Western Australian people. The trial will begin 
on 1 December 2020 across the entire Pilbara region and will run for a two-year period. 

The BDR trial demonstrates the McGowan government’s commitment to working with all stakeholders in the 
community and the industry to come up with new solutions to tackling alcohol-related harm. As opposed to current 
community-based measures to limit people’s access to liquor, the BDR is a new measure that aims to identify problem 
drinkers, remove their access to alcohol, and provide them with support services. The BDR technology will assess 
a person’s identification to determine whether they are on the register, with a visual indicator used to alert staff if they 
are a banned drinker. Personal information relating to people on the BDR will remain confidential and no records 
will be kept by licensees about the purchaser and what they purchase, or if they are refused.  

The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries will have people on the ground in the Pilbara 
up until the trial start date to liaise with licensees, non-government organisations, service providers, police and the 
community. This engagement will ensure that all stakeholders are extensively consulted with so they understand 
what the trial means for them. The trial will be independently evaluated during its operation to examine its impact. 
The Public Policy Institute of the University of Western Australia has been in discussions with the department to 
undertake this work. 

I have also recently visited the Kimberley and have had some very positive discussions with local government, 
local licensees and police in Broome and Kununurra, who are all committed to undertake a community-funded BDR 
and takeaway alcohol management system in the Kimberley. I have progressed these discussions since my visit and 
have formally written to the Kimberley Zone and liquor accords to confirm their support for the project to proceed. 

Alcohol-related issues are incredibly complex and are not an easy problem to address, but the McGowan government 
is committed to doing what it can to tackle alcohol-related harm. The BDR is a significant step in trying to add 
another effective tool to help those affected by alcohol-related harm. 
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